
Economic Development 

Senate Bill 589 (2024) increased the State’s annual funding for the Southern Maryland Agricultural 
Development Commission (SMADC) from $900,000 to $1,000,000.  This legislation also guarantees 
future State support for this important resource for Southern Maryland farmers by repealing the 
sunset of the funding originally established by Senate Bill 378 (2022).  

Senate Bill 183 (2024) ensured that suppliers for State projects are compensated appropriately and 
promptly.  This bill was introduced following many discussions with owners of local small businesses 
who were not paid timely for their work or materials on State projects; this lack of payment 
contributed to delays on the Leonardtown Route 5 expansion project. 

Senate Bill 558 (2026) created the Maryland Seafood Industry Financial Assistance Fund to provide 
financial assistance, including loans, to commercial watermen and small businesses in the seafood 
industry. 

Senate Bill 826 (2022) established the Maryland Watermen’s Microloan Program to provide loans to 
qualified commercial fishermen to continue commercial operations in the State.  This program was 
revised by Senate Bill 32 (2024) to ensure that Maryland watermen who hold commercial licenses 
from the Potomac River Fisheries Commission would be eligible for this microloan program.  Senate Bill 
32 also included provisions to allow oyster shucking houses to have access to a separate microloan 
program intended to benefit seafood processing projects in our State. 

Senate Bill 807 (2026) revised provisions of law governing Maryland’s farm breweries to support our 
farmers and encourage the lasVng success of these small agritourism businesses in Maryland.   

Senate Bill 544 (2025) authorized food establishments that are agritourism businesses, limited 
wineries, or farm breweries to comply with the requirement in State law to provide a convenient 
lavatory using a portable toilet.  Many of these businesses did not have the faciliVes required to comply 
with State laws for food establishments, and some of these businesses are in rural zoning areas or are 
on preserved farmland and therefore do not have the opportunity to build permanent restrooms.  This 
bill gave these small business owners more flexibility in complying with the law. 

Senate Bill 23 (2025) exempted licensed aucVoneers from having to obtain a dealer’s license in order to 
aucVon a boat in Maryland.  This matches the current exempVon in law for aucVoneers who aucVon 
vehicles and will make it easier for Marylanders to find professionals willing to aucVon their boats. 

Senate Bill 363 (2025) expanded the ability of the Maryland Agricultural and Resource-Based Industry 
Development CorporaVon (MARBIDCO) to provide loans under the Oyster Shucking House Loan 
Program. 

Senate Bill 516 (2024) established the Maryland Aerospace and Technology Commission to promote 
innovation in the fields of space exploration and commercial aerospace opportunities.  Representatives 
of St. Mary’s County government and Senator Bailey worked with the sponsors of this legislation to 



incorporate amendments which support and grow the aerospace industry, which is a key part of our 
local economy in District 29. 

Senate Bill 574 (2024) extended the State’s sales tax exemption for materials, parts, or equipment 
used to repair, maintain, or upgrade aircraft or the avionics systems of an aircraft. This legislation 
directly impacts St. Mary’s County Airport and its related businesses. 

Senate Bill 51 (2021) authorized the Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland to act as the property 
manager for the proposed Regional Agricultural Center (RAC) in St. Mary’s County. 

 


